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The Feast of St. Francis and the Blessing of Animals
October 4, 2026

Welcome!

Holy Family seeks to bear witness to the Light of Christ by serving as
the heart and hands of Jesus, nourishing people and transforming lives.

Holy Family Episcopal Church is a young and growing congregation with an emphasis on children and youth ministry,
spiritual growth, and community outreach. If you would like more information about Holy Family or to schedule a
meeting, you are invited to speak to an usher or Father Frank. Thank you for being part of the community this morning!

Holy Eucharist — Rite Il

Entrance Hymn

All Things Bright and Beautiful H 405
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The Word of God

Presider Blessed be the God of all creation.

People Who brings all things into being and calls
them good. Amen.

Presider Bless the Lord, all animals of the land.

People Praise and exalt him for ever.

Presider Bless the Lord, all birds of the air.

People Praise and exalt him for ever.

Presider Bless the Lord, all creatures of the sea.
People Praise and exalt him for ever.

Presider Bless the Lord, all children of God.

People With all of creation, we praise your name.

The Collect of the Day

Presider The Lord be with you.

People  And also with you.

Presider Let us pray.

Most high, omnipotent, good Lord: Grant your people grace
to renounce gladly the vanities of this world; that, following
the way of blessed Francis, we may for love of you delight in
your whole creation with perfect joy; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons

A Reading from the Book of Genesis

1:20-22a, 24-264, 28, 31a
And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living
creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome
of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and
every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which
the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And
God saw that it was good. God blessed them. And God said,
“Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind:
cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of
every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals of
the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and
everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And
God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let us make



humankind.” God blessed them. God saw everything that The Holy Gospel Luke 12:22-32

God had made, and indeed, it was very good.
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.

People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 104:10-25
We will read the Psalm together in unison.

You, LORD God, send the springs into the valleys; *

they flow between the mountains.

All the beasts of the field drink their fill from them, *

and the wild asses quench their thirst.

Beside them the birds of the air make their nests *

and sing among the branches.

You water the mountains from your dwelling on high; *
the earth is fully satisfied by the fruit of your works.

You make grass grow for flocks and herds *

and plants to serve humankind;

That they may bring forth food from the earth, *

and wine to gladden our hearts,

Oil to make a cheerful countenance, *
and bread to strengthen the heart.

The trees of the LORD are full of sap, *

the cedars of Lebanon which God planted,

In which the birds build their nests, *

and in whose tops the stork makes a dwelling.

The high hills are a refuge for the mountain goats, *

and the stony cliffs for the rock badgers.

You appointed the moon to mark the seasons, *

and the sun knows the time of its setting.

You make darkness that it may be night, *

in which all the beasts of the forest prowl.

The lions roar after their prey *
and seek their food from God.

The sun rises, and they slip away *
and lay themselves down in their dens.

People go forth to their work *
and to their labor until the evening.

O LORD, how manifold are your works! *
in wisdom you have made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures.

Presider The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said to his disciples, “Therefore | tell you, do not
worry about your life, what you will eat, or about your
body, what you will wear. For life is more than food, and
the body more than clothing. Consider the ravens: they
neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor
barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are
you than the birds! And can any of you by worrying add a
single hour to your span of life? If then you are not able to
do so small a thing as that, why do you worry about the rest?
Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin;
yet | tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed
like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field,
which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven,
how much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! And
do not keep striving for what you are to eat and what you
are to drink, and do not keep worrying. For it is the nations
of the world that strive after all these things, and your
Father knows that you need them. Instead, strive for his
kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. Do
not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure
to give you the kingdom.”
Presider ~ The Gospel of the Lord
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Homily Father Frank Impicciche

The Litany for All Creation

Intercessor Holy God, Creator of heaven and earth,

People Have mercy upon us.

Intercessor Holy and Mighty, Redeemer of the world,

People Have mercy upon us.

Intercessor Holy Immortal One, Sanctifier of the
faithful,

People Have mercy upon us.

Intercessor Grant that all your creatures may serve
you with thanksgiving;

People Pour out your blessing on earth, O God.

Intercessor Grant favorable weather, temperate rain,
and fruitful seasons, providing food and
drink for all your creatures;

People Pour out your blessing on earth, O God.

Intercessor Open our eyes to the wonder of creation,
that we may see you in all your works;

People Pour out your blessing on earth, O God.

Intercessor Stir in us the desire to care for your
creation;

People Pour out your blessing on earth, O God.



Intercessor Make us wise and faithful stewards of
creation,
caring for the earth, the waters, the air,
and all that live therein;

People Pour out your blessing on earth, O God.

Intercessor Forgive us who waste and pollute your
creation and strengthen us to restore what
we have disregarded;

People Pour out your blessing on earth, O God.

Intercessor Look with compassion on those that are
abused and mistreated, show us their
dignity in your creation;

People Pour out your blessing on earth, O God.

Intercessor Remember those creatures that have died
yet remain dear to us, that they may
rejoice in your new creation;

People Pour out your blessing on earth, O God.

The Presider adds a concluding Collect.

Holy Immortal One: No sparrow falls without your knowing
it; nothing dies but is remembered by you; nothing comes
into being that you do not see. Give us courage and resolve
to build up the common good, holding fast to the hope of a
new creation in which all shall dwell eternally, through Jesus
Christ, our Risen Savior. Amen.

The Peace
Presider
People

Please stand as you are able.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Announcements
The Holy Communion

Please remain seated.
arr. Hayes

Offertory Anthem
His Eye is on the Sparrow
Bethany and Ben Paden

Doxology
Hymnal 380 (v. 3)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all
creatures here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Please stand as you are able.

The Great Thanksgiving EOW 1
Presider  The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Presider  Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing

and fed us with your constant love; you have redeemed us
in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit
you replenish us and call us to fullness of life. Therefore,
joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of
every generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we
say:

Sanctus
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and
earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed
is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.

The people stand. Then the Presider continues

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and
giver of life. You formed us in your own image and called us
to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our
care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth
your bountiful grace.

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in
ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the world
around us; and so failed to care for your creation, wronged
one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased
to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all
people.

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant
with you. You delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the
wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise
of salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your
eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus.

Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he
revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the
cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom
and life.

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ
took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke
it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat, this is my
Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when
he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: “Drink
this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my blood,
poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.



The Presider continues

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present
to you from your creation this bread and this wine. By your
Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our
Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may
be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s
Body in the world.

Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and
sons, that with your Holy Family and all your saints, past,
present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for
ever.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever
and ever. AMEN.

Please stand as you are able.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to
say,

The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for
ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.

Presider  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed

for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Presider = The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Holy Gifts, for God’s Holy People.

The Invitation

This table is for everyone. All who seek God are invited to share in
Holy Communion. If you wish to participate, but prefer not to
receive Holy Communion, please join everyone coming forward.
Cross your arms over your chest and we will be glad to offer you
a blessing. A gluten free option is available for those who need it.
If you wish to have Holy Communion brought to your seat, please
let one of the ushers know.

Communion
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The Blessing of the Animals

God’s animals inhabit the skies, the land, and the sea; we
share the earth with them, and like them rely on God’s
blessing to sustain and preserve us. We gather today in
communion and friendship with Francis of Assisi who
preached to animals and moved throughout the known
world sharing God’s unconditional love for all beings.
Remembering Francis’s love for all God’s creatures, bring
forward the animals entrusted to your care that we may
bless them.

Those who wish their animals to be blessed, hold or place
their hands on their animals in blessing. If animals are not
present, the Presider joins in prayer with those who come
remembering them.

N., May God who created and preserves you bless, defend,
heal, and keep you, this day and always. Amen.

When all have been blessed the Presider says

Let us pray.

God of all creation: We give you thanks and praise. Open
our eyes to see your hand at work in all creation. May your



bountiful blessing be upon us all, God our Redeemer, now
and for ever. Amen.

Blessing of St. Francis Ministers

All children and those who are “young at heart” are invited
to come forward for a blessing before spreading birdseed
for all God’s creatures. They will be accompanied by at
least one adult.

Post Communion Prayer

Let us pray

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously
accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

The Wisdom of God, the Love of God, and the Grace of God
strengthen you to be Christ’s hands and heart in this world,
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.
Amen.

Closing Hymn H 400

All Creatures of Our God and King (v 1,4,5,7)
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The Dismissal

Presider  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the
power of the Spirit. Alleluia. Alleluia.

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome to Holy Family! If you would like to learn more
about Holy Family, please visit our website at
HolyFamilyFishers.org.
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[® You can use your smartphone to scan this code
which opens the Holy Family Announcements

page.

The flowers today are given
in celebration of Saoirse Farrell’s 8" birthday.

Serving on Sunday:

Presider: The Rev’d Frank Impicciche

Assistant: Bryan Furuness

Homily: The Rev’d Frank Impicciche

Music Director: Bethany Paden

Piano/Organ: Heather and Doug Tannas

Ushers: Marcus Dial, Joel Asmus

Lectors: Betty Bogeman, Diz Brosmer

Intercessors: Kay Mulhall, Jessica Largent

Acolytes: Mara Manuszak, Isabella Asmus, Evelyn Asmus,
Hadley Wondergem

Chalice: Nancy Thomas, Scott Kruger, Kaydee Fabyan-Dew
Prayer Minister: Stephen Canter

Bread: Chris Beldin

Almoners: Kay Mulhall, Jessica Largent

Altar Guild: Cathy French

10 AM Childcare: There is no childcare today.



http://www.holyfamilyfishers.org/

